NOTICE OF-OCCUPANCY RIGHTS UNDER U, Depértment of Housing and Urban Dovelopment
-OMB Approval No, 25770286

THE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT
: o " Bxpires 06/30/2017

THE FALMOUTH BHOUSING AU‘I‘HORITY

Sectmn 8 Housing Pro gram(s)

Notice of Occupancy nghts uuder the Vlolence Against Women Actl

To all Tenaunts and Apphcants ‘ ' _ |
The Viclence Agamst Women Act (V AWA) pr ovides ploteotlons for victims of domestlc

| violence, datmg violence, sexual assauli or s’callmg VAWA protections are not only available
to women, but are available equally to all 1ndmduals regardless of sex, gender identity, ot sexual
: or1enta"t10n The U.S, Department of Housing and Urban Development (HU.D) is the Eederal

| agency that oversees that the Falmouth Housing Auihomty’s Section 8 Housing and "
applicable programs (such as housmg choice vouchers, progect~ba3ed vouchers, axid ZOIAL) ~
are in comp]ianoe with VAWA. ‘This notice explains your 1'1gh’fs under VAWA. A HUD-
.apprgved certification form is a%ctéched 1o this notice. Yo\u.can fill out this fonﬁ 1o shovrthat you

_ are or have been a-victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking, and

fhait you wish to-use your rights under VAWA”

Protfections for AppHeants

If you otherwise qualify for assistance undey federal public housitig, you cannot be denied

admission or denied assistance because you ate or have been a victim of domestic violence,

dating violence, sexual assault, or stalldng.

* ! Despite the name of this law, VAWA profection is available regardless oi' sex, gender Idenﬁty, or sexual

orientation.
2 Housing providers cannot discriminate on the basis of any pr otected chat actetistic, mcludmg race, color, national
origin, veligion, sex, familial status, disability, ox age, FlUD-assisted-and FUD-insured housing must be made

available to all otherwise eligible individuals regardless of actual or per ca1vcd sexual orientation, gender 1dentny, or

maital status, ) ‘
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Protections for Tenants

If you are recewmg assistance-under fedelal public housing you may not ba denied assmtance
telmmafced from participation, or be ewcted from your vental housing because you are or have

been, a victim of domestic violence, dating vmlenoe, sexuai assault, or stalking,

Also, if you or an affiliated individual of yours is or hag been the victim of domestic violence,
dating violence, sexral assault, or stalking bya membei of your hous ehold or any guest you
may not be denied rental assistance or oooupancy rlghts ander federal pubhc housmg solely on.

the bas1s of onrmnal activity directly 1elatmg to that domes’clo violence, dating violence, sexual

assault, or stalking.

Affiliated individual means your spouse, parent, brothet, sister, or child, or a person to ‘whom
you stand i in the plaoe ofa pa:rent or guaxdmn (for example, the afﬁhated individual is in. your

care, custody, ot confrol); or any mleldual tenant, or lawful ocoupant living in your household

Removing the Abuser or Perp etrator ﬁ'om the Household .
“The Falmonth Housing Awthority may dmde (bzfuroate) your lease in order to ev1ct the

individual or terminate the assistance of the individual who has engaged in criminal activity (the

abuser or perpetrator) directly relating to domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or
stalking.

If the Falmouth Housmg Authority chooses to remove the abuser or perpetrator, the Falmouth
Housmg Authonty may not take away the rights of eli g1b16 tenants to the tinit or othetwise
punish the 1emaining tenants. Ifthe evicted abuser or perp ehatm was the sole tenant to have
established. eligibility for assistance under the prograr, the Falmouth Housing Authority nust

Form HUD-5380
(12/2016)




~ allow the feﬁan% who is ox has been a viotim and other housahold membefs to :remain in the unit
for. 2 peuod of time, in or del 1o establish eligibility under the progani or under another HUD

housmg program oovered by VAWA, oz, find altemaﬁve housing,

In 1emovmg the abuser or petp etrator ﬁom the household the Falmouth Housing Authonty must
follow Federal State, and looal evm’aon plocedm os. Inor ciel to’ dmde a lease, the Falmouth _
‘ Housmg Axthority may, but fs not 1eqmled to, ask you for docunientation ot ceﬁn‘icaﬁon of the

mc1dences of domestio Vlolence daﬁng violence, sexual assault or sta]ldng

' Movmg to Anothel Unit

Upon your request the. Falmouth Housmg Authority may permlt yoru to move to another unit,
subject to the avaﬂabﬁlty of other units, and still keep yom assistance. In order o approvea
'request ‘the Falmorth Housing Auﬁlon’fy may ask you to provuie do cumentation that you are .
1equestmg to move becanse of an mmdenoe of domestic v1olenoe datmg wolence sexual assault
or stalking. }f the request is a request for emerg'ency transfer, the housing proyvider may ask you
" 1o Asubmit a.wi\iﬁen réquest 01.:_ i1l out a form v&here. you certify that you me;et 'tﬁe criteria for an
emergency transfer under VAWA. The criteria ate: | L ‘

(1) You are a vmtlm of domest;c Vzolence, datmg vxolence, sexual assault or

.stalk}ng If yout housing promdel does not a]ready have docnmen’cation that you ‘

are a victim of domestic v1olence datmg violence, sexual assauli or stalking, your- |

housmg p10v1del may ask you. f01 such docmnen’caﬁon as described in the

do cumen“catlon seotlon below. | |

) You expressly request the emergency transfer. Your housing’ plonder may

choose to require that you submlt a form, or miay accept’ anothel written or oral
request.

(12/2016)
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(3 You reagonably beﬁeve you are fhreatened Wéth imrninent harﬁ; from,
fuxther viokence if jrou.remain in yeuz' curyent unit. .This means you have a
" reason fo fear that if you. do not receive 2 transfer you would suffer violence in fhe '
very neat futme - ‘
(;)R . .
You erea “Victim of sexual assault and the assmﬂt oceurred on tﬁe premises
' '&urmg the 90~calendar~day perlod before you request a trazasfel. Ifyou area
weﬁm of sexual assault, then in addmon to quahfymg for an efer gency transier' :
because you 1easonabiy beheve you are threatened with imminent harm from
further Vlolenoe 1f you rematn in your umit, you mey quallfy for an emergency
.transfer 1f the sexuai assault occurred on the premises of the property from which

- you are seekmg your hansfel, and that assault happ ened mtbm the 90~oalendar-day

o perlod before you expressly 1equest the h'a:nsfel

The Falmouth Housing Authonty will: keep oonﬁdentlal requests for emergency ﬁansfew by

Vioﬁms of domesﬁo \nolenoe da’smg violence, sosual assault or sialkmg, and the location. of : any

_moveby suoh wotims ‘and their famﬂles
* The Falmouth Housing Authority’s emelgenoy transfel plan pr ov1des further 1nformatlon on .

~ emergency transfers, and the Falmouth Housmg Axuthority must make a copy of its emergeney '

transfer plan available to you if you ask to see it.

.
,

Doeumenting You Are or Haye Been 2 Victim of Domestic Violencé, Dating Violende,
. Sexual Assault or Stalking
.The Falmouth Housing Authotity can, bu% isnot required to, ask you to provide documentation

to. “cettify” that you are ot have been a victim of domes’cm v1olence, dating violence, sexual
Form HUD-5380
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assault, or stalking, Such request from. the Falmouth Housing Authority must be m vvri"xing, and i
the Falmouth Hoﬁsing Authotity must give you. at least 14 business days (Saturdays, Sundays,
and Feder_gl_ holidays_. do not count) from the day yoﬁ ;:eceiVG the request 1o provide the
documentation. The Falmouth Housing Authotity may, but does not have to, extend “theh deadline .
for the subl;(ﬁSSion of documentétion upon your ‘reques‘t. ' | |
Yéu éan provide one of the foﬁowing to the Falmouth Housing Authorib‘r as documentation, Ttis -
your: choice which of the following to submit if the f‘almbuth Housing Authority asls you to
" provide documentation that you are or have been a Vicﬁﬁ} of domestic violencs, dating violence,
sexﬁal assauﬁ, ot s'talkiné. | |
e A compiefe I—IUD~ap;;;)rov;ad certiﬁoati('m form given to you by the Falmouth Hqusing
Au’chority with this notice, that documents an incident of domestic Violence dating |
violence, sexual assault ot stalkmg The form will ask for your name, the da’ce time, and
Tocation of the mmdent of démestio violence, dating VIOIBIlce sexual assauli‘ or stalking,
and a description of the incident., The cerhﬁcation form provides for inchuding the name
of the abuser or pérpen‘atoriif the name of the abuser or perpetrator is known and is safe V
- to provide. | | | .
A recard of a Fedelal State, 1ribal, territorial, or local law enforcemen’t agency, court, or
administiative agency that doouments the’ moldent of domestic violence, dating v1olenoe

’

sexual assault, ot stalking, Bxamples of such records includé police reports, protecﬁve

orders, and 1estra1mng ordels among others

A statement, which you must sign, along with the mgna’a;ue of an employee agent or
volunteer of a victim service provider, an attorney, a mechcal professional or a mental
health professionél (coﬂeoﬁvely, “profes siénal”) from whom you sought éss‘istance in
addlessmg domestic v1olence datmg Vioienoe, sexual assault, or stallsing, or the effects of
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abuse, and with the professional selected By_ you attesting under penalty of 15613' ury that he
or she believes that the inofdant or incidents of domestic v:iolenoe, dating violence, sexual

assault or stalkmg are grounds for ploteotlon

Any other statement or-evidence that the Falmouth Housing: Authouty has agreed to
aacept
If you fail or xefuse to provide one of these do curpents within the 14 business days, the Falmotth

Ve

~ Housing Au’chority does not have to provide you with the protections contained in thisnotice.

Ifthe Falmouth Housmg Authority Teceives confho’ung evidence that an mmden’c of domestic
- violence, dating violence, sextial assault or stalking has been commiﬁed (suoh as certlﬁoa’clon
forms from two or more members ofa household each claiming to be a victim. and haming one or
more of the other petitioning household members as the abusei or perp efrator), the Falmouth
Housing Authority has the right to request that you _plov:Lc'{e ﬂ:urd~palty do oumenta’non within, |
thitty 30 oalendar days in older to resolve the contlict. Eyou fail or refuse to pr ov1de third-party

do cumenta’uon Where thete is conﬂicung evidence, the T I‘aimou’ch Housmg Authorlty do es 1ot

“have to provide you Wlth the proteotions con’tamed in this notlce

Confidentiality
,'Ihe Falmouth Housing Authorlty must keep confidential any mfomaﬁon you provide :celated to

the exercise of your mghts under VAWA, including the faot that you are exermsmg your tights

nder VAWA. ©

The Falmouth Housmg Authority musi no’c allow any md1v1dua1 adnumste1mg asswtanoe or other

getyices on behalf of the Falmouth Housing Authority (for example employees and contr aotois)
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to have access o cobﬁdenﬁaliinfdmation unless for reasons that speciﬁcally call for these

individuals to have access to fhis information under applicable Pederal, State, or local law,

The Falmouth Housing Authoriw st ot ente£ yoﬁr information into any shared database or
disclose your information to any oﬂierl entity or indivi;iual, The F almouth Housx‘ﬁg Authority,
however, may éisol’ose'the information provided if: | N
.. g(ou give written ﬁermissio?i ’c;o the Falmouth Housing Authoﬁty to release the
inféimation on a time Limited basis. | | ' |
o The Félmouﬂ; Housing Aﬁthority needs to 16 the information in an evietion of -
temﬁnaﬁon proéeeding,' sudh as to evict your abuser or perpeﬁator or terminate your
abuser or pezpetratox from ass1stance undel this program.

e A IaW requires the Fa]mouth Housmg Au’thonty or your landlord to release the
mformatlon. - .
VAWA does not Hmit the Fahnouﬂl I-Iousmg Authorlty s duty to honor contt mdels about acCess:
to ot conﬁol ofthe jploperty This mcludes orders ISSUSd to protect a victim and ordels d1v1dmg
property among houSehold membets | in cases whetre a family brealks up. .

Reasons a,T.enanf Eligible for Occupancy RightsvunderVAWA May Be Evicted or

(

Assistance Maf Be Terminated
4You can be evicted and 'youx“as‘sistanb,e can be terminated for serious or repeated lease violations -
+ that ate not related to domestic Vioience, Adatﬁﬂ.g Viglénce, sexual assaulfc, ot stalking committed
against you. However, the faﬁnouﬂi Hoﬁsiﬁg Axthotity canitof hold tenants who have been

‘ ‘vmtxms of domestic Vlolence dating violenee, sexual assaul’c or- staﬂﬁng to a more demanding

. setof rules than it applies to tenants who have not been victims of domesﬁc vmlence datmg

violence, sexual assault, or ‘stalling,
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The protections desciibed in this notice might not apply, and you could be evicted ancll JouL
asgistmoe'termjnated, if the Falmouth Housing Authority can demonstrate that not evicting you
or terminating your assistance Wduld present a real phyéical danger that:

1) Would ocour within an immediate time frame, and |

2) Could result in death or serious bodily harm to other tenants or those who wotk on the

property.
If the Falmouth Housmg Auﬂxonty cat, demonsﬁ ate the above the Falmouﬂl Housing Authority

i

should only terminate yom asswtance or eth you if there are no other actions that could be-

taken to reduce or eliminate the threat,

Other Laws
VAWA does 1ot repiace any Federal, Staté, or Jocal law that provides greater protection for

victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking, Youmay be entitled to
' ’addi’cional housing proteoﬁo‘ns for victims of dofnestic violence, daﬁng violence, sexual assault,
or Stallcmg under other B ederal laws, as Well as u:adel State and local laws.

Non~C0mphan ce Wlth The Requirements of This Notice
You may 1eport a covered housing provider’ s violations of these rights and seek additional

' assistance, if needed, by contacting or filing a ‘complaint with:
. US. Departmént of Housing aﬁd Utban Development
Office of Fair Housing 'a:qd Hqual (jppoﬁuﬁifcy |
Thomas O*Neill, Jr. Federal Building
10 Causeway Street, Room 321

Boston, MA. 02222-1092

: www.hud. gov

T, (617) 994-8327 F. (617) 565-7313
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"Fox Addmonal Tafox: maﬁon

You may v1ew a copy of HUD s ﬁnal VAWA rule at https: //WWW gpo. gov/fdsvs/nkg/l“RQO 16-

e 16/vdf/2016~25888 pdf.

Additionally, the Fa;lmouth Housing Authoﬁty' st make a copy of HUD’S VAWA’rpgglations )
ayailable to yoﬁ if you ask to see them.' | o

. For questions regarding VAWA, ;please.contacit:

| Indej_:iéndence House o ,

160 Bassett Lane - .

I—Iyanms, MA. 02601

h’tms //mdenendencehouse or ﬂ

Hofline: (800) 439-6507 of T. (50 ) 771 6507 -

o For help 1ega1d1ng an abusive 1elatlonsh1p, you may call the Natlonal Domestm Vlolence I—Ioﬂme
at 1- 800~799~723 3 or, for persons with. hearmg mea;trments 1 800«787»3224 (TTY) You may

E also coniact Independence House at (800) 439-6507. The Independence House hothne s

' staffed 24%10111:5 per day, 7- days per- week ‘Advocates provxde immediate 1esponse to any

physical ox emo‘aonal crisis ausmg ﬁom abuse or sexual assaulf. Dmmg office homs

. ,mdlvlduals may also meet with advocates to- dlSGuSS their oﬂoums’cances and obtam 1esources

that may b 0 avaﬂable to help.

For tenants Who ate or have been: Vlcﬁms of stallnng seekmg help may visit the National Center

!

for Vicﬁms of Crime’ 8 Stalking Resource Genter at hﬁps://mvw.ymnmsofpmne. 01g/our~
plograms/sta]lﬂng~resou1ce~cente1 ) |

" For help regar dmg sexual assault, you may contact . You may also contact Tudep end ence
House at (80()) 439~650’7 The Indep endence House hoﬁme i8 staffed 24-houts per day, ’7udays

' per week: Advooates provide immediate 1esponse torany physmal or emotional crisis ansmg
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flom abuse ot sexual assault Du1mg office homs, 1nd1v1duals may also meet with advocates fo
discuss ’Ehel'l circumstances and obtam 1esources that may be available to help

chﬁms of s”zalkmg Seekmg help may con‘rao’t You may also contact Indep endence House af
(800) A439-65 07. The Independence House hoﬂme is staffed 24~]10urs per day, 7~ days per Week
Adyocates provide hnme‘diate ;gsponse 1o 'any physzoal ot emotional ciisis ansmg from abuse ot )
sexual as'sau.lt. During o}ﬁce hours, individuals iﬁa'y also Iﬁeet with advooates to discuss their |
;}iroufﬂstanées and ob’cait; 1ESOTLC és that may be gvaila?lﬂga fo help. | .
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